Biblical Narrative Sermon 


[[Author’s Note: This sermon could be adapted to be delivered in two different formats. Ideally 
and if time permitted, I find it best to flow through the anatomy of the text (AOT), keeping the 
Biblical narrative going without interruption, then step back when finished and briefly work 
through the GOT as an application to the narrative, then wind down into the conclusion. 
However, in instances where time did not permit such a separation of the two elements, the GOT 
could be dispersed throughout the AOT, making practical applications that derive from the GOT 
while preaching through the narrative. In that essence, both aspects could be covered in a shorter 
amount of time. 


Another side note. At times throughout this sermon manuscript, you may find small notes in 
double brackets, similar to this Author’s Note. These small bracketed notes are what I use for 
indicating certain transitions, suggesting gestures I may want to use, telling of an illustration I 
have already committed to memory, etc. They are little guides I use to work my way though the 
presentation of the sermon without looking at something I need to state to the listeners word-for- 
word. |] 


Sermon Text: Joshua 6:1-21 (KJV) 


Josh 6:1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and 
none came in. 2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and 
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of 
war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear 
before the ark seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven 
times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. 5 And it shall come to pass, that when they 
make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall 
ascend up every man straight before him. 


Josh 6:6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 
LORD. 7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed 
pass on before the ark of the LORD. 8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the 
people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns passed on before the 
LORD, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 9 
And the armed men went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, and the rereward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 10 And Joshua had 
commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither 
shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout. 11 
So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, 
and lodged in the camp. 12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark 
of the LORD. 13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 
LORD went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; 
but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD, the priests going on, and blowing with the 
trumpets. 14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so 


they did six days. 15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the 
dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day 
they compassed the city seven times. 16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests 
blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the 
city. 


Josh 6:17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only 
Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the 
messengers that we sent. 18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye 
make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a 
curse, and trouble it. 19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated 
unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD. 20 So the people shouted when 
the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people 
went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 21 And they utterly 
destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and 
ass, with the edge of the sword. 


Sermon Title: Trust and Obey 
Sermon Introduction: 
Imagine... 


You are a soldier on the brink of charging into a battle. You have all of your weapons and 
artillery ready to plunge into the heat of the battle and conquer your enemy. All of a sudden, your 
commanding officer comes up to you, and issues a command that changes the entire plan of the 
battle. It is a command that, in your thinking and reasoning, makes absolutely no sense to 
winning the battle you are about to engage in. How would you respond? 


As we come to Joshua 6, the nation of Israel has crossed over the Jordan River, has begun to 
finally enter their blessed Promised Land, and now comes face-to-face with the first and one of 
their most major battles. No doubt they were probably ready to charge into battle and overtake 
the massive city of Jericho, but the Lord had other plans. And no matter how unreasonable those 
plans might have sounded, the children of Israel believed and trusted God and watched Him 
deliver Jericho over into their hands. 


Sermon Body: 
1. The Promise (vs. 1-2) 
Josh 6:1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and 


none came in. 2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and 
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 


Here we see God handing over Jericho to the nation of Israel on a silver platter. Jericho was no 
minuscule city. It was a massive, “Goliath” of a city. Some of the walls of Jericho were thick 
enough to be used for roads, and even houses were built along the walls (see Joshua 2:15). Yet 
God promised the children of Israel that He would deliver Jericho over to them. The people of 
Jericho were “trespassing” in “God’s Country” (see Genesis 12:1-3), and the time had come for 
God to evict the people of Jericho out of the land and hand it over to His chosen people, Israel. 


2. The Plan (vs 3-7) 


3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt 
thou do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and 
the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets. 5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and 
when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall 
of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him. 


Josh 6:6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 
LORD. 7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed 
pass on before the ark of the LORD. 


After the nation of Israel heard the promise of God to deliver Jericho over into their hands, now 
God gives the Israelites the plan by which they are to carry out the battle. I am sure upon their 
initial hearing of the promise, the children of Israel probably clinched their weapons and artillery 
and prepared themselves to charge head on into the battle to conquer Jericho. But the Lord had 
other plans. He gave them one of the simplest commands: “march”. The nation of Israel was to 
“march”. They were to march around Jericho once a day for six days (v3). On the seventh day, 
they were to march around Jericho seven times, and after the seventh time, they were to shout as 
loud as they could, and Jericho would be delivered over into their hands (v5). 


Such simple commands. I wonder what the children of Israel first thought as they heard them. 
“March? All we’re supposed to do is...march?” By the world’s standards, such a command would 
seem almost insane. Yet the nation of Israel listened, and next we shall see that they indeed 
carried out the plan and obeyed God no matter how unreasonable the commands might have seen. 


3. The Processional (vs. 8-15) 


8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 9 And the armed men went before the priests 
that blew with the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets. 10 And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not 
shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, 
until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout. 11 So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, 
going about it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 12 And Joshua rose 


early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 And seven priests bearing 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually, and blew with 
the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the 
LORD, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 14 And the second day they 
compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days. 15 And it came to pass 
on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city 
after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city seven times. 


Once the children of Israel heard the plan God gave to them in order to conquer Jericho, they 
carried out the plan of God through the processional. They believed what God promised, they 
listened for His instructions, they trusted God’s Word that He would deliver Jericho over to them, 
and now we see them obeying God’s commands no matter how unreasonable the commands were 
(according to the world’s standards). They obeyed God 100%, even down to not even speaking 
until the Lord had commanded them to speak (v10). They marched around Jericho every day for 
six days (v14) and marched around Jericho seven times on the seventh day (v15). 


Notice another interesting aspect of this passage. The Ark of the Covenant was (in essence) in the 
midst of the Israelites. First we see the armed men going before the priests (v9), then the priests 
going forward with the Ark of the Covenant following them (v8), with the rear guard following 
the ark (v9). The Ark of the Covenant was in the midst of the Israelites. What does the Ark of the 
Covenant symbolize? It symbolizes the very presence and promises of God! (see Exodus 25:22) 
God in essence was dwelling in the midst of the children of Israel and was fighting their battle on 
their behalf for them and with them. His very presence was with them as they continued to march 
around the city of Jericho. 


4. The Proclamation (vs 16-20a) 


16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said 
unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city. 


Josh 6:17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only 
Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the 
messengers that we sent. 18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye 
make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a 
curse, and trouble it. 19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated 
unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD. 20 So the people shouted when 
the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, 


As the processional builds to a climax, Joshua issues a proclamation from the Lord to the 
Israelites that finalizes their obedience to God and leaves the consequences up to the Lord to 
deliver Jericho over into their hands [[Paraphrasing and integrating a quote from Charles Stanley 
here. I will quote the entire quote later]]. Joshua commands the people to “Shout!” (v16) because 
God’s time to work has come. After offering a solemn warning about the destruction of Jericho 
and the deliverance of Rahab (v17), as well as a the coveting of plunder (v18) and the 


consecration of the precious metals (v19), the children of Israel shout, and the Lord delivers 
Jericho into their hands. The walls of Jericho fall down flat! (v20) 
5. The Pillaging (vs 20b-21) 


so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 21 
And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 


After the proclamation from the Lord to “Shout!”, the children of Israel NOW and only after the 
Lord worked miraculously to deliver Jericho over into their hands did the nation of Israel charge 
into battle. They began to destroy everything as the Lord commanded (v17) and finished 
conquering Jericho after the Lord tore down the walls for them. Israel could have charged into 
battle sooner, but the battle would have been more difficult, and Israel would have missed out on 
the biggest blessing by watching God work. By waiting upon the Lord, trusting His word, 
obeying His commands no matter how unreasonable they sounded, they watched the Lord 
intervene on their behalf. And when it was time for them to finally charge into battle, the Lord 
had already handed over Jericho to them and the pillaging was the easy part. 


[[Here I began to slowly transition to the sermon summary and conclusion by going over the IOT 
and GOT and begin to wind things down. ]] 


Here we clearly see that the children of Israel believed and trusted God and watched Him deliver 
Jericho into their hands, but what has this narrative to do with us today? How can we apply the 
same principles the people of Israel used in the battle against Jericho? While God probably has 
not told us to march around a city, there are times when God has given us commands that may 
seem unreasonable or impossible according to the world’s standards. We may not always 
understand God’s commands or will for us, but when we trust God’s promises and obey Him 
anyway, God will fulfill His promises to us and work on our behalf. Charles Stanley put it best: 
“God does not require us to understand His Will, just obey it, even if it seems unreasonable”. 


True obedience to God requires that we: 
[[Here I transition from using less of “we” and focusing more on “you”. Here is where I make the 
sermon personal and allow each individual to think about how the sermon applies to them. It is 


one of the seldom times in formal writing I will ever use the Second Person. ]] 


1. Believe what God has promised us in His Word and what He has promised He would do to us, 
for us, and through us. 


The children of Israel believed God’s promise that He would deliver Jericho over into their 
hands. You may be facing a similar battle that seems challenging and impossible, but rest in the 


Lord’s promises and believe what He said He would do for you in His Word. 


2. Listen to God for our instructions and “marching orders” from Him. 


God gave the nation of Israel simple yet specific instructions in order for them to obey Him and 
enable Him to effectively deliver Jericho into their hands. You must carefully be listening to God 
as you fellowship with God and talk to God for any instructions or “marching orders” He wishes 
to give you. 


3. Trust God’s Word that He will fulfill what He has promised to us. 


The two hardest words God has ever told me time and time again as I have gone through 
difficulties in my life are “Trust Me”. It is difficult to trust God sometimes, even when the 
outlook looks bleak. Yet we have enough faith and trust in the Lord for our salvation, the most 
important decision we will ever make in our lives. We stake our eternity on trusting in the Lord 
as the means of our salvation. If we can trust Him with this truly life-or-death decision, how 
much more should we trust Him in what really pales in comparison and is minor and secondary 
to our salvation. 


The Israelites trusted God in handing Jericho over to them. You (and I) should trust Him no less. 


4. Obey God no matter how unreasonable His commands or instructions may be (according to the 
world’s standards). 


God’s command to the nation of Israel was simple. It was a command I am sure they probably 
did not understand at first, but they obeyed God anyway. There are times when the Lord will give 
you a command that seems totally unreasonable to the world’s standards, but regardless of what 
the world thinks we are to obey God anyway no matter what. Had one man (Noah) had not of 
obeyed God’s commands even when they seemed unreasonable (see Gen 6:14-22), all of 
mankind would not even be alive today. Obedience to God is crucial, no matter how 
unreasonable it may sound at times. God knows the rest of the story, He even knows the other 
side of eternity, and His way is always the best way. 


5. Leave the consequences to God. Watch Him work. He WILL take care of the rest! 


As Charles Stanley put it best, “Obey God and leave all the consequences to Him”. Once you 
(and I) have obeyed God to the fullest, the rest is His. You (and I) can have the assurance of 
watching Him work, and He WILL take care of the rest. He stands ready to work on our behalf 
and deliver us what He has promised in His Word. It takes our full dedication and obedience so 
once we have gone as far as we can go, God’s work kicks in, taking us further than we could ever 
imagine. 


By believing and trusting God’s promises, listening and obeying God’s plan through their 
processional and proclamation, and watching God work through their pillaging, the children of 
Israel saw Jericho delivered into their hands. Like them, God will work on your behalf when you 
believe His promises and trust and obey God’s commands no matter what. Will you today choose 
to fully submit to the will and plan of God for your life, trusting and obeying God in everything? 


Maybe God is calling you to salvation, to put your faith and trust in the One who died on the 
cross for your sins. If so, than do not delay. Today is the Day of Salvation (see 2 Corinthians 
6:2). Today you can begin a new life with Christ and be forgiven of your sins, have your name 
written down in the Lamb’s book of Life, and have a place prepared for you on the other side of 
eternity. 


Maybe you are already saved, but you are facing a battle in life. You are not sure how to respond 
or how to act. God knows what you are facing, and He is asking you to believe the promises He 
has for you, listen for His instructions, trust His Word, and simply obey Him. He WILL take care 
of the rest. He just needs your full surrender to His will. Today you can as the song says “All to 
Jesus, I surrender” submit yourself fully to Him and His plan and will for your life. 


[[I kept illustrations at a minimum during this manuscript (mostly using quotes or small personal 
experiences) since I wanted to vibrancy of the narrative to be the major illustration for the 
sermon. I wanted to present the narrative in a vivid and exciting way so that the listeners 
visualized the story of the nation of Israel and Jericho, then extracted the applications and 
principles they could learn from the narrative. I wanted Scripture to be the illustration here. In 
other sermon outlines (such as my NT Letter Sermon I will prepare), I will probably use more 
supplementary illustrations to better explain the NT Letter passage. ]] 


